CITY OF REILE’S ACRES

Regular MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL

Minutes subject to council review and revision

October 13, 2015
 Mayor Pro Tempore Amundson called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  Council members present were Ed Wilson and Janel Simonson.  Also present was Nic Miller, Jonathan Garaas, Lowry Engineering, and several residents. Motion (Simonson, Wilson) to approve the September 8th council minutes, passed unanimously.
As a reminder the city has a listserv and does send out some information by email. To get added please email Nic at Cityoffice@reilesacresnd.org.  The city also has a Facebook page where updates and interesting facts are shared.

Deputy Hames was not available for the meeting, but emailed and said there were no calls in the city for the month of September.

Paul Fracassi was invited to the meeting to discuss the possibility of becoming the city assessor. Paul is currently an assessor for West Fargo and is considering taking on Reile’s Acres as a side job. He is going to look over the assessment data and come back next month with a finalized proposal. He presented an estimated annual assessment fee of $5750 to assess the city.  
Attorney Garaas noted that he had drafted a letter asking for payment from Fargo on the Harwood Lagoon.  Auditor Miller said that no payment had been received to date.  Garaas will send another letter requesting the signed deed be returned to the city if the payment is not sent.
Lowry Engineering presented some information regarding easements on the road resurfacing project. He noted they will draft a letter to the owner of the land south of town to ask for a construction easement. Lowry also noted construction is going as planned on the 9th addition. The contractor is still planning on constructing the roundabout on Landview Road prior to winter freeze up.
Bryan Hanson presented information to build an accessory building at his home at 4723 Bakers Lane N. It was noted that interpretation of the ordinance from planning and zoning and the building inspector, as the home is on a pie shaped lot, was deferred to the council. It was determined by the council that a variance would be required as the accessory would be located in a side yard and not a rear yard would be needed. Motion (Simonson, Amundson) to approve a variance for the accessory building at 4723 Bakers Lane N pending the signatures from the adjacent properties, passed unanimously.  The motion to approve pending the signatures was done as the ordinance wasn’t clear. The homeowner had not received signatures prior to the meeting as he was unsure if they were needed.  This is not a normal process, but was done as a courtesy to the homeowner due to the short window available before cold weather hindered the building process. 
Jon Neubauer presented a variance request to build an accessory building next to his house; he provided the signatures from the homeowners adjacent to his property at 4804 37th to build a shed on the side of his home.  Planning and zoning heard the request during their September meeting and had questions regarding the distance between the current garage and the proposed building. Member Amundson noted that he had talked to Fargo building inspectors and they require a minimum of three foot between structures to meet fire code. Motion (Wilson, Simonson) to approve the variance request for the side yard shed at 4804 37th Ave N, passed unanimously. It was also noted that the accessory building ordinance should be reviewed as many variances have been passed over the last few years for side sheds.
Motion (Simonson, Wilson) to approve a little league baseball field in the 9th addition with an estimated cost of $140,000; approved unanimously.  The city will now apply for several grants to help pay a large portion of the expense. The proposal includes a grass infield, fenced ballpark, dugouts, and irrigation.
Member Amundson presented information on ice rink options for the city. Motion (Simonson, Wilson) to purchase 2x10 boards and plastic for an ice rink to be built on the east side of the city shops; motion passed unanimously. The city will rely on volunteers to help clean and maintain the ice rink this year, as many people have asked for this amenity. For this first year there will not be a warming house.
Motion (Simonson, Amundson) to approve signing a contract with Waste Management for both city garbage and recycling, passed unanimously.  The current dumpster at the 6th addition park is not on a set schedule for dumping, but will be done as soon as possible when full. The dumpster is currently costing $312 per dump and we have had to have it dumped 3 times or more per month. The curbside recycling will be a single sort 96 gallon tote (like the one used for garbage) that will be picked up every other week. More details about when the service will start will be sent out by email and the Facebook page as soon as they become available. Motion (Simonson, Amundson) to approve resolution 2015-2 to raise the monthly sewer, garbage, and mosquito fee to $65 on 12-1-15, passed unanimously. 
Until the curbside recycling is established please continue to utilize the dumpster at the 6th addition park.  The dumpster will be dumped 2-3 times per month when full.  If the dumpster is full, please do not place items outside the dumpster as this creates a large mess for the residents that live near the dumpster.  Also please make sure items are not put into bags in the dumpster.  The machine that separates the recyclables in the Twin Cities is not able to process plastic bags and they get caught in the machine.
The draft parking ordinance was reviewed and discussed. This item will be tabled until next month and each member will bring their suggestions for the revised ordinance to the November meeting for further review.  The draft can be found on the city web-site and residents are encouraged to review and send any suggestions to the city.

Member Wilson verified the city’s checking account balances and money market savings balance.  Motion (Wilson, Simonson) to approve the September monthly report and pay the following bills unanimously passed: Council and employee wages 1130; IRS fund 86.45; Cass County Electric 229.82; City of Fargo 5280; Waste Management 2863.25; Xcel Energy 30; Lowry Engineering 6695.80; Cass Rural Water 28.64; Scott Miller 3618; Chase Card 325.13; IRS 1621.64; Northern Technologies Inc 2600; and Border States Paving 21580.
Motion (Simonson, Wilson) to adjourn the meeting carried.  Pro Tempore Amundson adjourned the meeting at 9:11pm.
Attest:





Approve:
Nic Miller




Steve Winterquist
Auditor





Mayor
